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Split Decision 


(Th« Times- Plcoyun# Cooltal Sureau) 

JACKSON, Miss. — Travi s 
Buckley , the former Jasper 
County prosecuting attorney 
[ convicted in a Klan-style kid- 
• napping in Jackson County, 
Monday won a new trial in a 
split decision of the State Su- 
preme Court. 

Buckley had been given 10 
years and disbarred as one 
of the alleged kidnappers of 
Jack Watkins , a Pascagoula 
refinery worker, in an at- 
tempt to force a statement 
from him to be used in tbe 
Vernon Dahmer firebomb 
case, called by tbe FBI a 
Klan death plot. 

In a 6 to 3 verdict, the court 
held that Billy Roy Pitts, a for- 
mer Klansrfian~wno nai plead- 
ed guilty as one of the par- 
ticipants in the kidnapping, 
should not have been allowed 
to testify in Buckley’s trial that 
he had entered a guilty plea. 

In a strongly worded concur- 
ring opinion, Justice Henry Lee 
Rodgers charged that Buckley 
was not on trial for “being a 
nember of the Ku Klux Klan” 
uid was “entitled to due proc- 
ss in a state court which was 
ot obviously saturated with 
ederal marshals.” 

« Rodgers said Buckley was 
i‘not required to answer to a 
lational political vendetta, nor 
should he be upbraided before 
the jury.” 

Chief Justice William N. 
Ethridge Jr., dissenting with 
the majority ruing, said the 
admission of the Pitts testi- 
mony was “in my opinion 
. . . harmless error. Buckley 
received a fair trial, and 
there are no reversible er- 
rors.” 


i The Chief Justice contended 
pat the constitution” guaran- 
tees to an accused a fair trial, 
fnot a perfect trial.” 
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